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MOSH NOISE TEAM CIRCULAR NO. 3/13
(For communication and action)

MOSH Noise Industry Team Meeting Minutes and documentation
Key discussion points from the industry meeting held on the 2nd October 2013, at Rustenburg Gold Club hosted by Impala Platinum

	Agenda

	1. Welcome and Safety Briefing
2. Attendance & Apologies
3. Potential Leading Practice Verification : Report 1
3.1. Custom Moulded HPD management system at Impala Platinum
3.2. Discussions
4. Potential Leading Practice Verification : Report 2
4.1. Otoacoustic Emissions (OAEs) Management System at Glencore Xstrata‘s Mototolo Mine 
4.2. Discussions
5. Potential Leading Practice Verification : Report 3
5.1. Lashing Units at Shaft Sinkers
5.2. Discussions 
6. Knowledge Sharing by the Host Mine
6.1. Vision 2020 for NIHL Reduction at Impala Platinum
7. General
8. Closure, date and venue of next meeting

	



	No.
	Action/Key Point
	Status 
	Resp.

	1.
	Welcome and safety briefing:
· The chairperson welcomed the noise industry team and thanked Impala Platinum for sponsoring and hosting the meeting 
· The Agenda was accepted with modifications 
· Rustenburg Golf Club personnel explained the safety and evacuation procedure to be followed in case of emergency
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Dick Coutts 

	2
	Attendance & Apologies
· All Apologies were noted
	For info


	Dick Coutts 

	3
	Custom Moulded HPD management system at Impala Platinum
· The Potential Leading Practice does exist
· Main challenge is the lack of integration between the HPD management system records and the audiogram records and others e.g. noise levels, health detailed analysis of the effect of the custom-moulded HPD management system on the hearing levels of workers cannot easily be conducted. 
· The major refinement will be to electronically integrate relevant record keeping systems so that it becomes possible to evaluate the value and cost-benefit added by the HPD management system
· This Potential Leading practice is important for now while the industry is still looking at better Engineering controls for silencing machinery
· MOSH Noise Team and Impala mandated to facilitate the required refinements to make this practice more effective
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MOSH Noise Team

	4.
	Otoacoustic Emissions (OAEs) Management System at Glencore Xstrata‘s Mototolo Mine
· The Potential Leading Practice does exist
· Main challenge is that aaudiogram test results, Noise level measurements, HPD records, OAE test results and coaching records are not integrated in a way that facilitates an evaluation of the value added by each aspect of the programme i.e. no statistics available that indicates the programme is reducing NIHL or that the costs involved are adding value to the Hearing Conservation Programme at the mine.
· The major refinement will be to have relevant record keeping systems are integrated electronically the company will be able to regularly evaluate the value and cost-benefit added by the HPD management system. 
· This Potential Leading practice still needs a lot of research 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]MOSH Noise Team have research  interest on the practice but will not pursue it as a leading practice for now 
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	5.
	Lashing Units at Shaft Sinkers
· The Potential Leading Practice does exist
· The practice is a result of corporation between the mine and the suppliers i.e. Shaft Sinkers contracted TWP projects to address the issue with the manufacturers (Winder Controls who then developed the silencers/mufflers)
· Main challenge is that the number of employees and the number of companies that could use this proposed practice is limited.
· The major refinement will be to carry out an independent verification of noise reduction from retrofitted lashing units by an Approved Inspection Authority with documented evidence of the methodology is required to fully evaluate the impact of this practice on noise levels 
· MOSH Noise Team should pursue the practice as a simple leading practice because exhaust muffler methods could be applied to a wider range of noise emitting equipment that could have an impact on a larger number of employees and machinery the practice
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	6.
	Vision 2020 for NIHL Reduction at Impala Platinum
· Impala Platinum shared with the industry:
· Achievements and challenges related to the December 2013 milestones
· Current research and development initiatives
· Future research and development initiatives
· Vision for future NIHL reduction
· The industry team congratulated Impala for their endeavors’ especially the multi-disciplinary approach they have (incorporating Engineers including their presence in this meeting etc.) in their initiatives
· The industry team also requested to share and work together on all engineering control initiatives to avoid duplications and encouraged shared learning
· Actively use forums like GEEs and CM&EEs for sharing such initiatives
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Anton Botha

	7.
	General:

· HPD’s derating of the NNR Value – 
Industry was asked whether derating of the NRR values as supplied by the OEM’s is applicable and if so what derating scheme is the correct one, NIOSH or OSHA’s.
· Mr Mike de Koker informed the meeting that he had tested the attenuation values of various HPD’s and can testify that the results indicated a 50% effectiveness. This is very much on par with OSHA’s derating scheme. (Noise level [98 dB] minus NRR divided by 2 [25 dB minus 7 dB divided by 2] = Noise level at ear, 89dB)
· The consensus from the meeting however was that industry should continue applying the NIOSH derating scheme as it is considered internationally acceptable.
· The chairperson informed the meeting that this issue will be addressed at the next GEE meeting for consensus.
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	8.
	Closure, venue and date of next meeting:
The chairperson thanked each and every attendee for their participation. 
All documentation from this meeting to be made available on the MOSH website

 Adjournment & Next meeting:
· The meeting adjourned at 11H45.
· The next meeting will be hosted and sponsored by Sibanye Gold during the first quarter of 2014 – Exact date will be circulated
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