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MOSH TASK FORCE CIRCULAR NO. 13.15
(For consideration)

[bookmark: _GoBack]FEEDBACK ON RENAMING THE ‘MOSH DUST TEAM” TO ‘MOSH AIRBORNE POLLUTANTS’ TEAM

Background introduction
Following the 2003 Mine Health and Safety Summit agreed Occupational Health and Safety milestones, the Chamber of Mines’ Chief Executive Officers of the major mining companies met in 2006 to review the progress made. Subsequently, they committed their companies to achieve these milestones by establishing a Mining Industry Occupational Safety and Health (MOSH) Task Force. The Task Force was requested to identify the best method that industry could utilise to achieve these milestones. The work commissioned by the MOSH Task Force led to the development of the MOSH Adoption System, which was accepted at the Employer Occupational Health and Safety Summit that was held in 2007. The MOSH Adoption System was later piloted at their mines during the course of 2008 and subsequently, the Learning Hub Secretariat which includes four MOSH Adoption Teams was established. The Secretariat’s structure with sponsor of  roles that Chief Executive Officers of mining companies is illustrated in Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1: MOSH Adoption Teams’ structure
Issue

The call to re-name the MOSH Dust Team was raised and discussed by industry delegates at the second MOSH Dust Dialog held on the 11th of March 2015. The delegates were of the opinion that the name MOSH Dust Team limits its focus to practices with the highest impact on reducing silicosis only; thus blinding the team respond to emerging risks. The delegates argued that this limited focus lead to a reactive way of mitigating zero harm for an example, occupational cancers related to exposure diesel particulate, connective tissue disease (scleroderma) related to crystalline silica. The conclusion drawn was that the drive towards Zero harm should take cognisance of emerging hazards merging for an example, carcinogens related to diesel particulate matter.   
The MOSH Dust Team’s response to this issue was dividing its activity focus into MOSH Industry Adoption Team-Dust Collieries and other non-hard rock; and MOSH Industry Adoption Team-Dust Gold, Platinum and others hard rock mines. The success of both teams is the Continuous Real-Time Monitoring of Airborne Pollutants Engineering Controls Leading Practice that was launched on the 20th April 2015. 
Discussion

The Group Environmental Engineers’ Committee discussed the issue on the 15th of May 2015. The Committee members noted that the 2014 summit occupational health milestones target the elimination of occupational lung diseases, namely pneumoconiosis.  Depending on the type of dust, the diseases to be eliminated include silicosis (silica exposure), coal worker’s pneumoconiosis (from coal, carbon) and other pneumoconiosis like asbestosis (asbestos. 
The Group Environmental Engineers’ Committee concluded that re-naming the MOSH Dust Team to MOSH Airborne Pollutants Team will dilute the team’s focus and misdirect its objective to assist industry towards achieving the 2014 summit occupational health and safety milestones. The Committee recommended that the re-naming of the MOSH Dust team should be considered after industry has achieved 2014 Occupational Health milestones.

Recommendation

MOSH Task Force delegates are requested to consider and advise on the Group Environmental Engineers’ Committee’s conclusion that the renaming of the MOSH Dust Team will dilute its focus and  should be re-opened for discussion after the industry has achieved the 2014 set Occupational Health  milestones.
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