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16 January 2015

MOSH Adoption Team Circular No. 03/15
(For noting)	

SAFETY PERFORMANCE 2014/15

1. 		2014 mine fatalities lowest ever recorded in South African mining history 
On the 30th of January 2015, the Minister of Mineral Resources, Advocate Ngoako A. Ramatlhodi announced the 2014 health and safety statistics. It is encouraging that there was a continuation of a downward trend in mine fatalities as the industry recorded 84 fatalities in 2014 compared to 93 fatalities in 2013. 2014 marked the second year in which fatalities have been reduced below hundred in the history of the South African mining industry.  It is more encouraging that there has been a 22% reduction in the number of actual fall of ground fatalities (FoG) from 32 in 2013 to 25 in 2014. Similarly, there has been a 55% reduction in the number of transportation fatalities from 31 in 2013 to 14 in 2014. However, general accidents are a cause for concern as they were larger contributors of accidents in 2014 at 35%.

2. 		Industry Fatalities
There were 09 fatalities in total up to 16 February 2015. This is a 50% improvement to the 18 fatalities experienced by the industry in the corresponding period last year. The gold sector made the biggest improvement respectively when compared to the corresponding period last year.
	Commodity
	2014
YTD
	2015
YTD
	% Change

	Total
	18
	9
	50%

	Gold
	14
	3
	80%

	Coal
	1
	2
	-100%

	Platinum
	1
	3
	[bookmark: _GoBack]-200%

	Other:
· Silica
	1
	1
	0%









3.	Fatality Causes 
According to the table below, both FOG and Transport and Mining are still the main contributors to industry fatalities. However it should be noted that the FOG and Transport and Mining incidents this year have improved considerably when compared to the similar accidents experienced during the corresponding period last year.  

	Cause of Accident
	2014
	2015
YTD

	FOG
	25 (30%)
	4(44%)

	Transport and Mining
	13 (15%)
	4(44%)

	Machinery
	4 (5%)
	0 (0%)

	Other 
	41 (49%)
	1(12%)

	Unknown
	1 (1%)
	0 (0%)

	Total
	84
	9





Members are requested to note the industry’s performance







LETTIE MASILO						
Email: lmasilo@chamberofmines.org.za
Tel: 011 498 7750
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