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MOSH NOISE TEAM CIRCULAR NO. 2/12
(For communication and action)

REQUEST TO MOSH TASK FORCE MEMBERS TO FACILITATE INTERACTION BETWEEN MOSH NOISE TEAM & SENIOR DESIGN PERSONNEL WITHIN THEIR MINING HOUSES/GROUPS 

	Purpose: The purpose of this circular is to request MOSH Task Force members to facilitate interaction between MOSH Noise Team and Senior Mine Design Personnel within their mining houses/groups
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Noise source elimination initiatives are the ultimate goal of all Noise Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL) prevention strategies and are part of the zero harm responsibility. Current source elimination initiatives for a typical rock drills can be classified into two viz;

a) Source Elimination on current machines,
In most rock drills the noise sources are, Exhaust noise, Mechanical noise, Drill steel ringing, Steel on steel on rock, ambient noise and Echo. Most of the industry effort has been to focus on muffling the exhaust noise because it is the noisiest source.
	
b) Source Elimination for future mines and expansion projects,
Although this category is not explicitly catered for by MOSH process, the Noise Team needs to find a forum where it can influence the direction towards the usage of quieter rock breaking mechanisms such as hydraulic, electric drills etc. The decision to use quieter rock breaking mechanisms is part of mine design and feasibility studies hence the benefits will be longer-term side. Also there are current research and development towards quieter rock drilling mechanisms such as using electro-magnetism, laser, ultrasonic and thermal expansion technologies. 

MOSH Task Force members are requested to assist the Noise Team in identifying and facilitate interaction with relevant Mine Design personnel within their Mining houses. Ultimately, the Noise Team will also assist in the creation of a ‘NIHL sensitive’ drilling selection tool.


2. REQUEST TO MOSH TASK FORCE MEMBERS

a) It is requested that MOSH Task Force members assist by facilitating interaction between MOSH Noise Team and Senior Mine Design Personnel within their mining houses/groups.

b) These interactions can be arranged through Dick Coutts at Dick.Coutts@Harmony.co.za ; Jose De Beer at jdebeer01@xstrata.co.za and Sharks Gumede at hgumede@chamberofmines.org.za.

Your cooperation is appreciated 

Yours truly
Sharks Gumede

MOSH Principal adoption specialist
Chamber of Mines
Date: 23 October 2012
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